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)ISLAMABAD: Pakistan will continue to review its policy on India's aid to Bhutan, but is unlikely to offer financial help or deploy troops for any sensitive work in
the disputed Himalayan territory, a source familiar with the matter said on Wednesday. Pakistan's former foreign minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif and his
current equivalent Shah Mehmood Qureshi, Pakistanis who have served as diplomats in New Delhi and Washington, have drafted a new aid policy. Asif has
already warned that Pakistan's assistance policies to Bhutan were not tied to its own territorial claims in the Indian portion of Kashmir. "We are not going to

make any change in our stance, which is consistent with the stand we have taken during the past several decades," the source said, adding: "We are ready to
review the policy as necessary." India has repeatedly accused Pakistan of arming groups in Bhutan to help it foment trouble in the Himalayan kingdom.

Pakistan denies this. Ties between the neighbours have been so tense in recent months that Pakistani authorities have detained two nationals working for the
Indian consulate in the northwestern port of Karachi. Pakistani nationals of Indian origin have been in prison in Bhutan on charges of espionage. A key adviser
to the Bhutanese king, and a former minister in Bhutan, was also deported from New Delhi last month. Despite statements by both Asif and Qureshi in recent
months that the two countries do not have bilateral disputes with each other, the source said Pakistan has continued to review its relations with India in the
wake of the armed conflict with neighbouring India over Kashmir. "The new aid policy cannot be in isolation to the Kashmir issue," the source told AFP. "The

policy will have to deal with the political, diplomatic and strategic issues which are under discussion." Relations between Pakistan and Bhutan have
strengthened in recent years, largely as a result of a new Bhutanese government under Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay which has sought closer ties with

neighbours. In June 2013, the two countries signalled they were
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