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content.Editorial: US Open to begin with cleanup and for the win
Thursday Jan 31, 2008 at 12:01 AMJan 31, 2008 at 1:26 AM Playing
the US Open tennis tournament is always a thrill, as is watching an
American win the event. But the atmosphere at the event is also a
reminder that the US Open is part of a world-class sports
infrastructure with some serious issues that need to be addressed.
Playing the US Open tennis tournament is always a thrill, as is
watching an American win the event. But the atmosphere at the event
is also a reminder that the US Open is part of a world-class sports
infrastructure with some serious issues that need to be addressed.
The tournament is known for its raucous crowds, since every player in
the final draws well over a half-million spectators. But instead of
looking and acting like a group of fans, which is generally how fans
behave at other major events, there is a constant feeling of
annoyance, as if fans have lost all their manners. This is not the case,
but it is an unsightly and unattractive element of the tournament.
There is also the problem of police brutality, which most media
covering the tournament cite as one of the top issues. The recent
incidents of brutal treatment of fans has been widely reported on
since September. This issue needs to be addressed immediately. The
US Open grounds staff has failed to keep up with the number of
people attracted to the tournament. The problem is compounded by
the fact that, in a changed world, many more people are attending
events such as the US Open than was previously the case. The amount
of people the grounds crew has to care for has increased and also the
time they have to do it in has also increased. Once again, the US Open
has a problem that is a result of over-scheduling. An excess of
tournaments and a larger number of important
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